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that any “deer meat” referenced, if true, came from another hunt or some other source as Wang's
‘hunt was not successful.

26. Through investigative techniques USFWS SA's in the Fairbanks area were able to identify

the driverofthe Jeep shown in LIANG’spostsas Brian PHELAN. PHELAN’s residential address

is 1065JIDirbarks, AK. SA Loughton was abl to locate LIANG's residence

at 1057JN Feirbarks AK. Alaska State records indicate thet LIANG is the

owner/operator of “AK Aurora Travel Inc.” LIANG also provides guided sight-seeing tours

throughout Alaska to include glacier viewing and Aurora Borealis viewing. The investigation has

revealedthat LIANG appears 0 solely market his services toChinese nationalsorChinese national
living in the United States

27. Alaska state law requires all persons that provide big game hunting services for

compensation (0 be licensed by the State and to register in the designated guide use area (GUA)

they are operating in. It is unlawful to operate as a big game guide/outfitter without being licensed

by the stateof Alaska pursuant to AS08.54.720(11). Furthermore, nonresident hunters are required

to be accompanied in the field by a licensed big guide while hunting the following big game

species: brown/Grizzly bears, mountain goats, and Dall sheep pursuant to AS 16.05.407(A).

Neither LIANG nor PHELAN are licensed guides, asistant guides, nor transporters with the state

ofAlaska.

28. 16 USC § 3372(C)(1)(A) states “it is deemed to be a saleoffish or wildlife in violation of

this chapter fora person for money or other consideration 0offer or provided guiding, outfiting,

or other services for the illegal taking, acquiring, receiving, transporting, or possessing of fish or
wildlife.”

29. AWT WIU INV Bjork provided SA Loughton with Alaska Departmentof Fish and Game
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(ADFG) hunting records for Wicgang Wang. Wangaresident of Irvine, CA registered for a 2021

State of Alaska Nonresident hunting license and a regisiration permit for the 2021-2022 Forty-
‘mile White Mountain Caribou registration hunt. The license and permits for a caribou hunt were

obtained on August 24, 2021. Wang's hunting records are consistent withthe information provided
by SI-1 and LIANG's social media posts referenced in paragraphs 16 and 17 above and the
photographs included in this affidavit show opography which could be consistent with the White
Mountain hunting area whichis within divingdistanceofFairbanks, Alaska viadirt oads. ADFG
financial information indicate that Wang's hanting license was purchased with a credit card
belonging to LIANG.

30. On February 4, 2022, SA Loughton, and a Homeland Security Investigations (HSI) SA
fluent in Mandarin Chinese covertly contacted LIANG via the “Little Red Book” website and the
WeChat messaging application. The communications were conducted in Mandarin Chinese and
recorded by the HSI SA (UCA-1). SA Loughton submitted the conversations for official

wanslation. Upon inal contact with LIANG, LIANG detailed sight-sesing tours around
Fairbanks andacell phonenumberof(907)BEL LIANG provided the namealiasof“Harry”

during the conversations. UCA-1 messaged LIANG that he was interested in a hunting rip for
two people. LIANG responded with an offerof a nine-day, cight-night, caribou hunting trip for

$24,300 per person. LIANG also tae that a hunting lesson would be required costing between
$1,100 and $1,300perperson

31. UCA-1 continued the conversation with LIANG on or about February 9, 2022 and asked
about the possibility fora guided bear hunt during the fallof 2022. LIANG stated he would have

10 check with his guide. LIANG responded thata two-person guided bear hunt would be $60,000.

LIANG provided photos of Wang's hunting license and documents from ADFG on caribou
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